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Editorès Notes 
  

    Well, Christmas is nearly upon us again. How is it for you? Such an array of 
competing things enticing us to get involved. Are you attracted by our wealth of 
Church-based activity for the season of Advent, Carols and Nativity, not to 
mention the odd Christmas Tree Festival, or do you prefer the more secular side 
of Yuletide celebration and revelry? Perhaps you warm to the Dickensian image 
of Christmas or have things become more dominated by the commercial push 
towards securing the latest must-haves, overseen by what has become the 

ñdefinitiveò red and white clad Santa, inspired by Coca Cola back in the 1920s? 
    Well actually, I am a big fan of the season of Advent and especially of the music that goes with 
it. I am always amazed and encouraged that when our clock radio wakes us on 1st December, it is 
Classic FM that seems to lead the way over other radio channels, with the odd soothing Christmas 
carol or two creeping into their playlists, the frequency of which intensifies throughout the month. 
Now I also enjoy the secular Christmas songs pumped out by the rest of the media, though I have 
to say that my all-time un-favourite has always been ñI wish it could be Christmas every day!ò 
first released in 1973 by the glam-rock band Wizzard.  Just the very concept of it makes me wince! 
    There is no better time I think to take stock of and to express gratitude to those we have been  
involved with, who have served us throughout the year. So, looking to those involved with Village 
Voice since I took over as Editor, let me start by thanking Jeanne Ockenden, who has provided us 
with the splendid watercolour for the front cover of this issue as well as illustrating the last four of 
Allan Colebyôs tales about the Sandringham Squirrels. Indeed thank you to all our Contributors 
who provide regular or one-off pieces and cater for the differing tastes of our readers. It has been a 
great pleasure getting to know you even though there are still some Iôve yet to meet face-to-face. 
    Someone who works behind the scenes, is our proof-reader Rob, who upon receipt of a draft 
print-out of what I consider to be a nearly finished masterpiece, scrutinises it mercilessly whilst I 
wait out the next 24 hours or so in trepidation for it to be marked! Few pages will have escaped the 
mighty red pen! So, then itôs back to the PC for me for another  heavy session of editing! If you do 
find mistakes, they are more likely down to my last minute, post-proof alterations than to anything 
that Rob has missed. Thank you Rob; someone has to do it, and you really are the best at the job! 
    Next, we would simply have no funds to print our magazine without our advertisers. Thank you 
for your custom and please keep coming! Thank you to Tony who continues to help producing 
adverts for customers ready to slot into place as well as seeking out other items of interest to 
include.  Our printers ClanPress (who advertise within) are a pleasure to do business with and have 
offered me helpful guidance when submitting work for printing our regular order of 3,100 copies. 
    I have before mentioned our team of distributors who pace the streets of Dersingham throughout 
the seasons to get Village Voice out to you within two or three days of delivery, but thank you 
again. They take it as a personal challenge to reach every home and premise within the village. 
    When I first started editing Village Voice, I hadnôt appreciated how much administrative work 
was involved dealing with our advertisers and I was very grateful to Anita in the Parish Office up 
until she left at the end of May, and subsequently to Sarah our Parish Clerk who had to take on this 
work in addition to everything else she already has to do. Thank you. I couldnôt manage without! 
    Now it is of course the Parish Council who sponsor Village Voice. Having spent just over two 
years on the council myself until I left to become Editor, I know that being a councillor can be a 
rewarding yet thankless job at times. So often members of the Council, who volunteer their time 
freely, are made to feel damned if they do and damned if they donôt, often by those whose overall 
interests they try to represent! I really admire and appreciate those councillors who hang in there 
despite being misinterpreted and enduring unrelenting onslaught from a disenchanted few. Our 
Village would be so much the poorer without a Parish Council. Letôs endeavour to support them! 
    Overall, Christmas is I believe a time for being generousðnot necessarily just with our money 
and gifts, but with our praise and affection, our neighbourliness and my often repeated plea to let 
go of any grudges that we may have accumulated throughout the year. If more could do that, then 
even I might just take one step closer to being able to wish it could be Christmas every day! 
    Yôall have a good one! 

Steve Davis ï editor@dersingham.org.uk Ǐ 

Dersingham Village Voice is published by Dersingham Parish Council 
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K.H. HOMECARE 
"Helping to keep your independence" 

Established 1997 
 

We provide a kind and caring service which can 
be tailored to suit the individualôs specific needs. 

Accredited by Norfolk Home Call, 
Norfolk County Council 

House Work  
All domestic duties within the home. 

Grocery Shopping   
Collection of pensions, prescriptions. 

Laundry   
Washing and ironing within the clientôs home. 

Companionship  
All helpers are very carefully employed & 
references are always asked for and confirmed, 
our helpers are all of a mature dependable nature 
We provide an honest and reliable home help 
service at an extremely competitive rate.  

 

For further information please contact 
 

Mrs Kim Hudson  
Tel: 01485 570179 

Large selection of Secondhand Books 

TORC BOOKS     

Hall Road,   Snettisham 
01485 541188 or 540212 

 
Open; Friday and Saturday 

10 am ð 4 pm 
Other times by appointment 

BOOKS BOUGHT 

 Thomas & Co 
 

  
 
 

   
   

 Ian Thomas 
  Tel: 01485 543139 
  Mobile: 07799 226491 
  (PORTFOLIO AVAILABLE) 

¶   General Carpentry 

¶   Painting & Decorating 

¶   Small Building Works 

¶   Wall Tiling 

¶   Fully Insured 

DAVID DOWNING MDWCMG 

CLOCK & JEWELLERY REPAIRS 
COMMISSION JEWELLERY MADE 

  

I have moved my workshop from Kingõs Lynn and am now at 
  

THE CABIN 
HALL FARM 

BRICKLEY LANE 
INGOLDISTHORPE 
KINGõS LYNN 

PE31 6JR 
  

TEL: 07812199160 
I LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING CUSTOMERS OLD & NEW 
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Dear Village Voice  
 

    Please email (editor@dersinham.org.uk) or 
write to us (Village Voice, Dersingham Parish 
Council, 4A Post Office Road, Dersingham, 
Kingôs Lynn, PE31 6HP) with your thoughts or 
memories of village life, comments concerning 
items read or ideas for the future. Ed.  

    With regard to the ñWhere is it ? What is it?ò picture puzzle in the last 
issue, it brought back memories of when I was an apprentice electrician at 
Wells (it wasnôt known as ñWells next the Seaò in the 40s and 50s as we 
knew it was near the sea!) and the firm I worked for had the contract to 
maintain the granary electrics which entailed climbing  around the structure 
seen in the photo. We also maintained the maltings and every year we had 
to take down six large fans for service  which were in housings at the top of 
the building. We climbed into one housing and 
then walked to the others along the roof  with 
not a hint of ñhealth and safetyòand for which I 
received the princely sum of Ã3.4s.6d extra in 
ñheight moneyò for two weeks work! The gantry 

was also used as a diving platform when the Wells Regatta was held  in 
the late 40s and ñbraveò men used to dive from it into the harbour. 
    Also as this is a Christmas issue I thought you might like to see a 
photo of my dad (Ted Beales) on duty at the Norwich gates sometime in 
the late 50s. This must have been around Christmas as the gates were 
open and he used to be on ñRoyal Dutyò then. People may have known 
my father as he used to direct traffic on Sundays in the summer at 
Lynfordôs Corner before the by-pass and the traffic lights. When he 
retired he was part of security at Sandringham House.  Barry Beales 

   The above photo was taken in June 1952 outside the Church Hall. The gentleman seated in the 
centre is Mark Dyble (my Great Grandfather) then aged 89 years. I believe the occasion was 
because he had been Chairman of the Dersingham Branch of the National Union of Agricultural 
Workers for 40 years, having been a founder member for 72 years. Mark lived in Centre Vale for 60 
years having had 9 children with his wife Annie-Maria. Perhaps some readers will recognise others 
in the photo.  Joy Kelly Ǐ 



6  

Parish Council Report  
by Cllr Suzy Daniels 

   

    It was again very pleasing to see a high turnout of parishioners 
at the previous two meetings.....it is after all your support that 
enables the Parish Councillors to make improvements and changes within 
Dersingham. We still have vacancies so if you would like to sit the other side 
of the table please contact the office for an application to become a Parish 
Councillor on  01485 541465 

WELCOME BACK... On behalf of the Parish Council I would like to welcome back Cllr Robert 
Tipling. Bob resigned a couple of years ago due to ill health, but is now fighting fit and has re 
joined us. His knowledge of public office and community spirit (for which he is renowned) is sure 
to be an asset. Welcome back Bob!! 

CRIME.....is low in our village, but it would be better to have nothing on the crime report!!!! 
There were 9 reported crimes during the period of 28th July-28th September: 3 incidents of theft, 3 
anti social behaviour, one of arson, one of assault and one of causing harassment, alarm or distress. 
The ASB have been dealt with and the harassment and assaults have been charged to court. 

RECREATION GROUND RE VAMP...a recreational haven 
    Phase one of the re vamp has been completed after just a couple of weeks. I am extremely 

pleased with the outcome and trust that many of 
our young parishioners will spend many hours 
investigating and playing on the new equipment. 
The Playdale team said that as soon as they 
removed the security fencing there were children 
arriving. They overheard a deluge of positive 
comments which pleased them no end. A lot of 
hard work in a short space of time, made 
worthwhile. Our intention is to continue with phase 
two during spring/summer next year. Contrary to 
rumours phase one was paid for with monies 
that had been earmarked in the Council 
reserves for at least four years. Phase two and 
any future projects will be paid for by successful 
grant applications. This leads me on to: 

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS... At the time of writing, we have gratefully received sponsorships 
from:  Rounce and Evans  Budgens 
    Thaxters   The Post Office 
  Collings Estate Agents Dersingham Institute Bowls Club 
   and The Dersingham Day Centre 
for lighting along the Recreation Ground and Hunstanton Road. The Parish Council has a Budget 
(precept) which is agreed at the beginning of each financial year. The committees set their own 
budget within this to cover their requirements, individual plans and projects. The cost of Christmas 
lighting was higher than initially anticipated and hence the Recreation Committee had insufficient 
funds to achieve it unaided. Our intention now with sponsorship received is to light up 3 to 4 of the 
13 trees this year and increase the amount annually. I hope this explains any confusion amongst 
parishioners that questioned how we could afford the re-vamp, but not the lights. 

BOROUGH COUNCIL...regeneration, planning and recycling!! 
Cllr Collingham reported that the regeneration of the Tuesday Market Place was going extremely 
well. The cobbles would be used in a decorative manner and not removed completely. A zebra 
crossing from the Corn Exchange to the market place had been proposed. There is now a boat on 
the pontoon in Kingôs Lynn, it is hoped the number of boats will increase and encourage tourism 
into the Town. The Heritage Group are investigating ways to improve Railway Road as it is an 
unwelcoming entrance into the town especially for visitors.  The Borough Council will contact all 
business and households with in the area regarding improvements. Cllr Bubb said that he had read 
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the Local Government Framework and did not feel that the proposed housing development in 
Doddshill would get planning permission due to access problems.  He advised parishioners of 
Doddshill, who were against the proposal, to ensure the Borough Council were made aware of 
their feelings now, but the time to strongly object would be if they sought planning permission. If 
this occurred Cllr Bubb said he would strongly object. Recycling has increased from 38% to 53%. 
From April 2014 (literature will be sent to each household prior to the scheme) most plastics, 
polystyrene foam and most waste that currently goes in the Black bin will be suitable for the green 
bin (recycling). Please continue to use the food bins as these contain contaminates. A list of 
recycling symbols and their meanings will be included in this edition of the village voice. 

COUNCIL COMMITTEES....All minutes for Full Council and Committees are available on the 
Dersingham Parish Council website and on the Noticeboards. 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 
67 Manor Road...Application to infill front of integrated carport to create new utility 
room....recommend approval. 

FESTIVITIESé It was wonderful to see the streets busy at Halloweôen and so full of people 
enjoying themselves. A group of us (9 children with 5 adults) trick or treated around Gelham 
Manor and most of the Mountbatten estate, the children, quite a scary bunch of zombie 
bridesmaids, witches, ghosts, vampires, Uncle Fester, Chuckyôs Bride and skeletons were greeted 
with smiles and plenty of treats!!! The array of costumes and decorated houses made for a very 
spooky atmosphere. I trust you all had a safe and enjoyable Bonfire Night whether at a local or 
home display or maybe you just stayed inside in the warm.  Our Christmas Market scheduled for 
Sunday 8th December, 1pm-4:30pm in St Nicholas Court is taking bookings at Ã8 per pitch or Ã15 
for an undercover stall. Please contact the office on 01485 541465 if you are interested or send a 
message on our Facebook page. Or just come along and enjoy a hot mince pie and mulled wine!!! 

    I wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Very Happy and Prosperous New Year!!!!  Ǐ 

Ʒ 

Itès a Dogès Life 
Cllr Kate Hathaway of the Dersingham Parish Council 

Environment Committee shares a few doggy facts and figures for us 
to contemplate whilst exercising our canine companions. 

 

¶ We are a nation of dog-lovers.  

¶ There are some 10.5 million dogs in the UK and 39% of 
households own at least one dog, which produce on average 8ozs 
or 227grms of faeces a day. The cost of clearing up this mess is 
significant and often falls to the taxpayer. (i.e. you and me) 

¶ If Dersingham is average then there are around 975 dogs in the village producing approximately 
487lbs or 220kgs of faeces a day. Astonishing isnôt it? 

¶ Fortunately not all of it lands on the streets, responsible owners clear up after their dogs. 

¶ Dog fouling was rated as the most problematic local environmental quality issue in England. 

¶ Dog faeces can take up to 2 months to break down,  

¶ However, dogs contribute towards a healthier, more inclusive society by encouraging more 
active lifestyles and reducing stress through taking regular walks.  

¶ From sales of their food alone, dogs are worth around Ã1 billion to the UK economy. 

¶ There are 31dog bins in Dersingham that are emptied weekly. 

¶ The cost of emptying and disposal falls to the parish and comes out of the precept. (You and me 
pay for this as part of our council tax) 

¶ Last year the cost of emptying dog bins in Dersingham was Ã1905.00 

¶ The weekly cost this year is Ã37.20 annual cost Ã1934.40. Quite a lot of money for a load of é.! 
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Dog fouling is not only unpleasant it is dangerous. The biggest threat to public health from dog 
faeces is toxocariasis. Toxocariasis is an infection of the roundworm toxocara canis. The eggs of 
the parasite can be found in soil or sand contaminated with faeces and if swallowed, results in 
infection that lasts between six and 24 months. Symptoms include eye disorders, vague ache, 
dizziness, nausea, asthma and, in extremely rare cases, seizures/fits. Often the eggs are ingested 
when passed to the mouth by the hands, but this can also occur through contact with dogs or other 
inanimate objects including the wheels of toys and the soles of shoes. Infected soil samples are 
often found in play areas and as a result toxocariasis most commonly affects children between 18 
months and five years. It is therefore important for dog owners to worm their dog regularly so that 
the risk of toxocariasis is diminished. 
At the monthly parish council meetings the topic of dog faeces (letôs call it poo) is frequently 

raised. Parishioners are concerned about the amount left on footpaths, pavements, the Heath, sport 
amenity and playing fields. It is most unpleasant to tread in the stuff and there is nothing worse 
than getting home and treading it indoors. Mums on their way to school with their children ahead 
of them and a pushchair have difficulty avoiding it and those who are poorly sighted are 
particularly at risk. Needless to say dog poo doesnôt glow in the dark so the gentle folk of 
Dersingham out after dark also run the risk of getting poo on their shoes. 
Dersingham is covered by the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act. The dog owner or any person in 

charge of a dog is guilty of an offence if they fail to clean up after their dog on the Recreation 
Ground, the Sports Field or any area alongside a highway within a speed limit of 40 mph or less.  
If you fail to clean up after your dog an authorised officer of an authority may issue you with a 
Fixed Penalty Notice, or if the case goes to court a fine of up to Ã1,000.  The regulations state 
specifically, that being unaware that the dog has fouled, or not having a suitable means of 
removing the fouling is not a reasonable excuse for failing to clean up after your dog. 
When the local dog bin emptier was asked which was his busiest season he replied that the 

summer was. I guess that dog walkers are more visible during the long hours of summer. So does 
this mean that now the winter is here some dog walkers wonôt be 
poop scooping? Mmmmmm. 
I am sure most of our dog owners are responsible and clear up 

after their dog. However to those who donôt here is my special plea, 
when you are out with your dog please clear up after the dog when 
it defecates. Take advantage of the facilities provided by your parish 
council that you pay for and bag it and bin it.  And donôt forget, 
bagged dog poo may be deposited in any public waste bin or take it 
home and put it in your own household grey bin. 
Dersingham is a lovely village; letôs all try to keep it a clean and 

healthy place to live. Remember, There is no such thing as the dog 
poo fairy and bag that poo, any bin will do! Love where you live. 
    Do you know of a particular black spot? Ǐ 

 
 

From the Parish Office  
    When you next come into the office you may see a new face. We welcome 
Kelly Stevenson to the office team as the new Administrative Assistant.  
    The Caddy bin-liners have sold well. Unfortunately the Borough Council ran 
out of stock a few weeks ago. I tried to source them elsewhere but could not 
match the price, but weôll have them as soon as the  Borough gets them. 

I too would like to welcome back Bob Tipling to the Parish Council.  He will be a great asset.  
We still have seven vacancies at present though. A few have made enquiries about joining the 
council but have yet to come back to us. Do give it a try. Your village really does NEED you. 
Well I think Suzy has mentioned everything else in her report I will have to get in first for the 

next issue! If there is something happening in the village that you wish to know more about, or not 
happy about, please do not hesitate to contact me at the office, and I will do my best to help. 
I too wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 

     Sarah. 
clerk@dersingham.org.uk ï 01485 541465 ï facebook.com/dersingham.parishcouncil 
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Unit 2 
St Nicholas Court 
Dersingham 
Norfolk 
PE31 6GZ 

Tel ï 01485 501586 
enquiries@hawkins-solicitors.com 

 
A Traditional Provincial Firm 

 caring for all your  
legal requirements 

visit us at  

www.hawkins-solicitors.com 

 

 

 

 

¶ House Conveyancing 

¶ Commercial Property 

¶ Wills & Probate 

¶ Family 

¶ Crime 
 

 
 
 
 

Why not pop in for a chat and see  
whether we can help you? 
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The Dersingham Christmas Art Trail  
 

    Dersingham is a large village and itôs perhaps not surprising that it contains quite a thriving arts 
community. There are plenty of painters of course, but also photographers, potters, textile workers 
and all manner of other arts and crafts practitioners. Some of these artists have banded together to 
form the Dersingham Art Trail which is now in its second year and aims to promote village artists 
and give visitors and locals alike the opportunity to visit them in their studios. 
    During Art Trail open events you can follow the Trail round local studios, see artists at work, 
have a chat, and yes you may find something to take home with you too, even if itôs only a small 
print or a greetings card. After all, Christmas is coming. Youôll be visiting artists in their homes, 
where theyôll be pleased to welcome you and probably have the kettle on! 
    The Christmas opening of the Art Trail is over the weekend of Friday 29th November to Sunday 
1st December, when you will find all of the participating studios open from 10am until 4pm each 

day. You can find a map of all the studios on the back of the Trail leaflet, 
which is available free from Dersingham Pottery and other public places, or 
you can view the map and more comprehensive information about each Trail 
memberôs work at DersinghamArtTrail.org 
    Below is the location of each studio and a brief description. So put the dates 
29th November to 1st December in your diaries and do take this great 
opportunity to support your local artists. We all look forward to seeing you! 
 

Jo Halpin Jones, 14 Post Office Rd. Dersingham, PE31 6HP 
    Photographs from Joôs travels both locally and around the world. Photo 
restoration and tuition in Photoshop. 
Photographic prints and cards. 
 

Stephen Martyn. The Birches, 2 Alexandra Close, Station Rd. 
Dersingham, PE31 6YU 
    From his garden studio Steve produces atmospheric landscape 
paintings of Norfolk and beyond. Watercolour, ink, and oils, plus 
prints and cards. Commissions welcomed. Tuition available in 

watercolour and drawing. 
 

June Mullarkey. Dersingham Pottery, 48 Chapel Rd. 
Dersingham, PE31 6PN 
    Celebrating over forty years of pottery in Dersingham, June 
produces domestic pots and larger 
one-off exhibition pieces. June 
Mullarkey potter, Ben Mullarkey 
paintings, Siobh§n Williams 

photography. The pottery is regularly open on most days. 
 

Michael Smith. 17 Old Hall Drive, Dersingham, PE31 6JT 
    After a long career in art tuition Mike moved from Leicester 
to Dersingham in 2003 and has been painting scenes of the North 
Norfolk coast ever since. Original paintings and cards. 

 

Marty Griffin. Hollydrive, The Drift, Ingoldisthorpe, 
PE31 6NW 
    Martyôs paintings are loaded with detail and accurately 
observed and rendered, in watercolour, ink, and acrylic. 
Landscapes and a variety of unusual subjects. Original 
paintings and cards. Commissions welcomed. 
 

    Other village artists interested in participating in future Art 
Trail events should contact the Trail coordinator Stephen 
Martyn on 01485 541333. Outside the dates mentioned above 

visitors are welcome at artistsô studios but please contact them first.  Ǐ 
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On Site Repairs  
Mobile Body Repairs for Cars,  

Caravans & Motorhomes  
Dents, cracks, holes, scratches & alloy wheel refurbishment,  

all repaired and sprayed at your site,  
saving a fortune on bodyshop prices.  

 

Over 20 years experience, insurance estimates  
available on request.  

 

Also Caravan/Motorhome habitational servicing  
and repairs by MCEA trained engineer.  

 

Call Tim Sandover  01553 811585 or 07958 555329  
timothy.sandover@btinternet.com  

STEPHEN FULLICK - B.T.A.A 
COMPLIMENTARY THERAPIST 
 
BOWEN TECHNIQUE 

HERBAL EAR CANDLES 

 
GENTLE TREAMENT FOR:- 

SPORTS OR WORK RELATED INJURIES 

MUSCULAR/ SKELETAL DISORDERS 

STRESS AND BRONCHIAL SYMPTOMS 

GENERAL ALL OVER BODY RELAXATION 

 

TEL: 01553 670156 
MOB: 07780 525986 

YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN FROM SNETTISHAM 
  

ANY MAINTENANCE JOB CONSIDERED 
  

KITCHEN, BATHROOM, INSTALLATIONS, TILING 
GENERAL PLUMBING, REPAIRS, DECORATING 

DOORS,GATES AND FENCING 
  

01485 541563          07949 162101 

  

Handyman  
Neill Murray  

  

Fully insured    No job too small  
Multiple small jobs welcomed 

Very reasonable rates. Free quotes 
  

01485 572002  
07856 568433 

 
²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǎƻƭǾŜ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ t/ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ 

COMPUTER DOCTOR 
9ǎǘΦ нлло 

/ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǊŜŎǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜΦ 
bƻ ŦƛȄΣ ƴƻ ŦŜŜΦ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƛŎŜǎΦ 
5ƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜŘΦ 
/ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ƴƻǿ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ 
wŜŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ t/ǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ 
плллҌ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎΦ 
  

aƻƴ-{ŀǘ ммŀƳ-тǇƳ tƘƻƴŜ όлмрроύ стнппн 
 aƻōƛƭŜ όлтутсύ нлсссл 
 9-ƳŀƛƭΥ ƳƛƪǇƛǘǘϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
 ǿǿǿΦŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊŘƻŎǘƻǊΦǾǇǿŜōΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
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The Dersingham Weather  
recorded by John F. Murray 

  

     I think that most of you will agree that we seemed to have a really 
good September. We certainly had plenty of sunshine and this made 
people retain their summer clothing well into the month. In fact the 
figures show that it was simply an average month. The mean 
temperature was 14.3Üc and the highest recorded was 28.1Üc. Both of 
these and the lowest temperature of 4.9Üc were right in the middle of 
previous Septembers. Perhaps the fact that the summer seemed to 

find it difficult to get out of the starting blocks and the September sun gave the impression that it 
was better than it was. After all sunshine and warmth are among the most basic of human needs. 
    The September rainfall was 33.2mm which was below the average of 43.4mm. 
    October was however a warm month. The mean temperature was 12.9Üc which makes it equal 
top with October 2011. The highest recorded temperature of 21.1Üc put it in second place to 
October 2011 which had a high of 28.8Üc. The lowest recorded temperature put October this year 
in first place by a large margin. At 4.3Ü it was way ahead of the 1.7Ü of 2009. In 2008 I recorded a 
low of -2.8Ü. 
    The difference in September and October was that September was sunny whereas October was 
mainly overcast. This kept the October warmth from escaping but prevented the sun from getting 
in and giving us a record breaking high. You canôt have it all ways. Not in Britain. 
    An event of note was the storm of 27th/28th October. The south coast had wind speeds of up to 
99mph but, once again we got away lightly. On 27th we had a maximum of 32mph and on the 28th 
it was 25mph. Neither of these speeds are particularly high. The barometer fell to 975.2 millibars 
which shows that it was quite a severe depression. 
    The month of October produced 95.8mm of rain with 28.2mm falling on the 28th as a result of 
the depression. That is something over an inch. I have noticed that when we get an inch of rain in a 
24 hour period that the car park drains at 
Budgens just canôt cope. That was again the case 
on the 28th. I suspect that our drainage system 
has not been enlarged to reflect the increase in 
the villageôs population over the years and one 
inch of rain is the point at which it simply canôt 
cope any more. 
    Either way the rain was welcome from a 
reservoir level point of view but unfortunately it 
was all too late for us gardeners. 
    My next report will be a summary of the year. 
It seems that there are different patterns to the 
weather every year and it will be interesting, for 
me at least, to compare.   Ǐ 
  


