


Come and explore the Norfolk Coast
Norfolk Coast Millennium Aeecss Project

The Norfolk Coast Millennium Access Project is Q one-year project
mainly funded by Heritage Lottery as part of the Mille:nniurn Festoel.
rut by t he Norfolk Coast Project in partnership with t he RsPB. The

Envi~t Agency, Kelling ~th Holiday Park and The National
Trust . I t will make the Norfol k Coast InOI"e accessible fo r people with
disabilit ies.

Many eveets haw: bun organ ised - all are accessible for people .nth
disab ilities and ere FREE! Come and explore the coast with us, try out
a r'lf:W hobby - drawing. painting, bird watching _

Enquiries are welcome:d- t o get informat ion about the many events
contact Gill lambert, Project Officer on

.. 01328 711533
Email: nor.coast@diol.pipex.com
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An interesting and amusing letter received f rom Gp Capl J A V Short 0/ 21 Earl Close - a
perceptive and avid bird watcher

Birds Bistro!

Our large 3-bedroomed house at Toftwood. Dcrcham. where my wife and I spent 20
happy years, had a Virginia creeper on its north wall and variegated ivy on its southern
side. These substantial plants provided excellent hangaragc for roosting and nesting a
wing (30) of house sparrows, Being a retired RAF Group Captain I looked on these birds
as squadrons and daily watched their antics flying to a convenient Leylandii from which to
attack a seed feeder throughout lite day. Feeding was normally accomplished by making
landing but there was some air-to-air refuelling made on lite hover! Activity. continuing
throughout daylight hours was intense and it was entertaining watching the early summer
ab initio sparrows marshalled b)' their parents attempting to refuel! Then. as the sun set
they all returned to the night roost hangar ! We had certainly done our bit for the declining
house sparrow,

As our family in the Old Bakehouse at Sneltisham decided that we were almost
decrepitd). we left our old home a year ago and purchased a small bungalow at the above
address on thc western side of the village. Everyone was welcoming. The tiny garden.
previously used as a play area by two young happy children and patrolled b)' the family
cat was virtually a desert. From our point of view. the saddest aspect was the almost total
lack of birds! Within 3 months. however, we had established an attractive garden with a
nice grass area and borders planted with a variety of decorative shrubs; all in a benign cat
free environment! With 3 feeders containing a selection of seeds. a bird table and ample
ablution facilities, the scene was set to attract our feathered flyers. Alas, initially, we
couldn ' t even muster one flight of our old companions. But then other species began to
appear. f irst a pied wagtail scampered across the grass and a robin visited. A pair of
collared doves found the bird table a handy place to land. rest and refuel. Then a force of
medium bombers (starlings) raided the garden devouring whatever was on offer, Then at
last a dunnock or two and a pair of house sparrows made a test reconnaissance - great!
Next. finches, chaff and green. called in and presumably reported back their findings, for
suddenly an entire squadron of gold finches arrive to spend half the day refuelling on the
sunflower seed feeder and making more mess than a children ' s tea party! They have since
become daily visitors using the silver birch just beyond our boundary to organise their
refuelling and flying activities. The tree was initially used each morning by a single blue
tit singing his dainty song from lite top branch Overseeing the entire flying programme is
the resident cock blackbird nicknamed 'Gcnghis Khan' who tolerates no other blackbird
except his hen in the garden! I don 't know what his attitude was to the bird equivalent of a
Lockheed C5 Galaxy (Marsh Harrier) which arrived for a look around a few days ago.
The harrier deduced the runway was too short and departed - what a sight!

Oh yes. lite entertainment provided by the airborne circus is not only frcc but beyond
payment. Moreover the RSPB arc content.
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U'r art! i,,,khlt!d to CliffRiches who hm Jenl in Jame early memories - hedescnbes ",i1,'iJly
the Derm 'glwhI v/year! ago. His memories slt't" from / 912.

Sc hool and lhe First World War

These were hard times - there were 7t.'Pf'Clin ra ids over the village Onc woman was killed m
Doddshill. There was no sewage. no tarmac roads. In the summer steam rollers • surnmc...
Just C'\.~·\1..he...e . Wc bad oil lamps anJ candles, no main water and wells and pumps were
o ften sha red with neighbours The only news was via tlL'WSf'Bf'l-'rS and PO telephone. Only a
ft."\\" llJI~c houses had flush toilets 9("/, of villagers had a closet in the garden, some: wi th a
pa ll emptied wcd J.y by houscboldc-r. Most J"cople had tubs UI tanks to collect rain wa ter
Scn -ral old men had a donkey and cart in which the). rode to " nIl.. Most men had
mcknam..-s. I remem ber 1111..'11:' was Doekey ljaw, an old carpenter.

On the Dunkcy Common the...c wou ld he several donkeys aoo a few l,I.tllll.ts M ust villeg..-rs
kept a le", bens and rabbus for fo od, also a large garden or alloulll.:nl for wages wer e very
11'\\ People had large families III ke ..:p on very little money.

We were lucky - Dad was the Iueel shoe rc..-pain.'T and also made handmade bUllts 1\1£ people
wh..) were handicapped. Dad worked from 5 am It> to Iml. MI1Lhu'[ WIIS a wond ..:rful wom an
- she br ought up 9 children. 5 hoy~ and ., girls , She did everything - cooking , washing ,
house decorating. bread making etc . She even made wines . jams. lemon curd and
marma lade . She was proud 01' her chi ld ren - we were some ofthe lucky ones ! Dad's shop
\ \ IIS the loca l club. A5 mall)" as 20 youths and men would occupy form s in the evenings ,
Tht.-'TC was nov..bcre for them as in winter everywhere was pitch dark. Dad was a good man
and kI.-pt many lads off the street . liven now grandfathers.. who were then boy s, willtell how
they would spend their winter evenings a t Emie's He also so ld c i~n.1.ICS and minerals so it
a lso helped our livelihood

The Village

Dersmgham hall grown bcy ced hnuoo", What were once green fields are h()us~ es tates. but
it is still a pleasant place now it is a dormitory of King' s t..ynnand a place where hundreds
have returned to , We have Sandringham Woods .. the beaches at Snl."ttisham, I Ieacham.
IIWlSlantnn. King' s Lynn with its man-as, klC81 shops and a Post Offi ce (for how 1(llIg,1). a
bea utiful church, chapel and Ca tholic church. various clubs, excellent sports facilities and
well t.'qUipped play areas . In my you th we had vcry little ' We made our O'An fun and made
the hest of our s imple plea sures . On summer evenings we would wal~ to our beach fur a
swim - \"'1)' few lads possessed a cycle. My friends and I madelI.'Il ts from Tate & L'\, le sUllllr
bags and camped by our loca l beach and Wt.-1'C quile sa fe . Wc had fun cooking streaky bacon.
eggs etc . (lur games included marbles , houp s, pop guns, bows and arrows, cricket and
football .

School wa s the J Rs Wc Icll school at 14 - the brainy boys and girls who passed the 11 pILLs
would attend the Gra mmar Schoo l or lIi!!J1 School in King ' s Lynn , as d id my 2 sisters who
....nh became hospital nUT5L'S. Many Ilirls went into service with well....ITpeople - a hard lite.
IUIlp. hou rs - certainly nllt the good old days compared with thecse times ! It was an almost
Jail)' OCCWTcnce to see old men tramps moving from one workhouse (0 the next - 10 miles or
mor e apart. Each mommg they did a task before mO\IDg 00 . Th e Welfare Sta te was non 
existent - old couples were scru to the Grubber and the Workhouse , and there often parted 
nul lhc good old days al all '



ROUNCE & EVANS
3 .H IlI !.EE cot R r, I> ERSI\(;I\ \ \1

OPE.\ 7 D~ IS .~ WEEK

ESTATE AGENTS' VALUERS · LETrINGS
IF YOU ARE THINKING OF SE LLING

YOUR HOM E
PL EASE CONTACT US FOR

PROFESSIONAL AND FRI ENDLY ADVICE

Telephone: 01485 541843

SEMBA TRADING CO
Building ",uler;ah SJlPf'lied

BRI CKS
BLOCKS
SAND
SHINGLE
PAVING SLABS
PAYERS

FENCLI'IiG& POSTS . """..
GUTTERING _~

UNDERGROUND PIPE
TIMBER
SIIE ET MATERIALS
DECORATIVE WALLING

ROOFING FELTS
a nd mu ch more

OLD STATION YARD
STAT ION ROAD
DERSINGII Al\t

TEl.: OlJ85541394
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OPEN 7
DAYS A WEEK

Bowdens's Newsagent

Newspapers & Magazines
Confectionery _ Tobacconist

Cards _ Gifts
News paper ce nvenes to

surrounding VIllages
PhotOCOPYIng & Facs imile Service

NATIONAL LOTTERY

25 Hunslanton Road 41 Lynn Road
OeBingham SneIll5hlm
~M2 ~1~3

FlU 010f85~0923



'1' Friends or St Nichelas i}

Dat~!I (or lou r Dia'1'

11Ie Mardling A cre

will be held on Friday 2Jtd June at 8 pm aI The Gamekeepers. This is a programme of
folk talcs, legends. music andsongs from East Anglia by a master stontetter. Hugh
Lupton. In turns fUM ) '. Irightening, bawd} and playful this performance e~..okcs an
celebrates the gossiping acres of Norfolk. Suffolk and the Fens (mardling being the
S orfolk word filr go.uiping). The tickcts " ill be £5 for adull s and £3 for children.
For tickets. tclephone 5..$4866. 540865. 5-W463 or 5..$0..$23

The Country and W f!!;U rn Evening

will be held on Sunday 2fh September at 7 pm in the Church itself

If anyone wants 10 join as a member. please contact
Nigel Slsson for details (Tcl: 54001H)

To be j udged at 2.30
and 3.30 pm approx
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GAME-KEEPERS LODGE

Dick, Margaret, Allan and Mandy
welcome ) 'OU to

,, ':Ei-k
The neIt is!ltiC:,}1:
of Dening.h.~:kL
VillageVoit;~ --"',.
will be dit.::\ ",
tributed in:;,

,Augu.rt. l.PI
let u.s ha\' "
letleiill :

" view~

;'~~iL"ion1)""
l {o( ,"
';", .. .,, ~ ..

LANGUAGE CONSULTANCY

TRANSl.ATING INTERPRETI NG
PRIVATE T UITiON

John R Moorhouse, HA. OipEd
Telephone: (014K5)540325

[ .: '~'';''; : ; :~ ~~'':'': ~i:~'j.; : :, : ' ]
• • L(": ,J".-........,...\o"" .IA{ '~~ •

::~~:on;~~::

Spee.-, tilin F«;wtI, '~ W' '''-p
lol...,ir;u,," •"-'dIe/l..' • Efl~

WUHIi • NIfIEJ~ • 80tty W,..,.
AIoIII,t~ • R""'olo9r • EIKt~

Dcrsingham Hall, Dcrsingham

'LODGE CARVERY'
Open Frida)', Salunlly and Sunday En~nin2 and Sund ay

Lunch
OUI" \"Cry pOllular Senior CitiT.en Lunch

Still bemg served Monday-Foda)'!
A La Carte served from Monday-Saturday

Beers by Bass
Tel: (01485)543514

For full delalls Tel: 01485 542645

'.-::::.-' :'i n ,'f i
RSPB Summcr : e,,".fs
Programme ...: Is·:··;
available"in' : : ;~~(' :
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Ask lI'or Your 10% Disoount wben boolttDg
your caD •

•.:••••urreus.
Chartered Tasatlon Ad\-'iM'n

Chartered Accountants
Chartered Certified Accou ntants

Regi stered Auditors

We are a local firm specialising in taxation and financial matters for
indiv.. iduals and fa m ilies

Jubilee Itou~, J ubilee Court. Deni n~ham. rFJ I 61111

Tel: (O I48~) 540295
Fax: (01485) 544469

E-Mail: advicela;burrt..l1~demon.co.uk

~ W.BOOTH & SON.
tmtAPPL4\:NCE CARE)

W
'. Professional Repair Spec1aI1sts.
ifj W~~Dg lIacb1nes,
W D1shwaahel"ll,Cookers,
~ Tumble~rs,MlWaves.f For prompt atten~n Telephone:
, ' 542330. .. I

•


