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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor

This is an appeal to readers who had a relative that served or was wounded or
died at Gallipoli to make contact. *The Gallipoli Association’ was formed in 1969 to
keep alive the memory of the Gallipoli campaign of 1915 - to ensure that the men
who fought and died in the campaign are not forgotten - to encourage and facilitate
the study of the campaign so that lasting benefit can be gained from its valuable
lessons. The television programme *All the King’s Men’ starring David Jason drew
attention to the involvement of the 5th Norfolk Battalion with Captain Beck of the
Sandringham Estate. Although not very accurate it drew attention to the campaign
and the involvement of ordinary working people from this part of Norfolk. The
above association publishes a number of journals each year in which individual
stories with photographs are published - do you have any letters. diaries ,
photographs that you would like to share with the association and its readers? If
interested contact John Crowe, a member of the association, whose father was a
member of the 5th Norfolks at Suvla Bay and was wounded, but survived to serve in
Egypt and Palestine until 1918. Contact address: 145 Bellingham Road, Catford,
London SE6 2PP - Telephone: 0208 697 2787 - Mobile: 07956 188826 - or E-mail:
Jjerowell@netcomukco.uk. John also has an address at 12 The Green,
Dersingham, Norfolk PE31 6RG

Dear Editor

| meant to write to you back in September but alas time flies by and | forgot. 1
was given a copy of the July/August Village Voice which had a picture of two young
lads outside Heath Garage. 1 have to own up and say that the youngster leaning
against the middle pump is me, the other lad is Roy Cross. My parents, Vic &
Audrey Greyson, owned Heath Garage where we lived (that is my two sisters Valerie
& Vivienne and myself) until the mid 70’s. | have many happy memories of my time
spent growing up in Dersingham and it was a nice surprise to see the picture on the
front cover. John Greyson

Dear Editor

To all past members of the now defunct Mountbatten Residents’ Association it is
confirmed that the balance of the funds left after the dissolution of the association,
£300 at the final A.G.M. in June 2003, were, in accordance with members” wishes
donated to the Dersingham Surgery Patients” Comforts Fund. Although formally
acknowledged at the time it is regretted that publication and dissemination of this
was not publicised and distributed to all members as should have been done,
although I understand it was displayed on the notice board on the space opposite
Budgens Store. It is regretted that this delay has occurred and apologies due from
those responsible. Jack J W. Neale




as individual as you are

' BUILDING
SOCIETY®

A great service
on your doorstep

We have been providing a truly local savings and
mortgages service in the heart of your
community for more than seven years.

We look forward to welcoming you to discuss
how we can help you.

Find our representation at:

Torc Financial Services Profile UK
| Market Place, Jubilee Court
| Snettisham Dersingham
| Tel: 01485 544434 Tel: 01485 544585

SUBJECT TO STATUS. WRITTEN QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST. YOUR HOME IS AT RISK
IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.
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A Leap In The Dark
by Kathy Jordan © January 2003

Long time waiting luckless ladies, Who’ve been angling for a ring?
Now’s yvour time to test his love, To reel that “last fish® in?
For only one year out of four can it be her not he,
Enquiring on the twentyninth - “Please, will you marry me?”

Be prepared though for rejection, As his answer may be “No!"”
For your handsome hunk may tell you where the devil you may go.
He may well be weak and fickle, struck dumb for words to say,
So dead against commitment that he'll quickly leap away!!

To leave you in deep darkness where mostly men have been before,
So on February’s extra day, he may even up the score.

Or give a happy yea not nay, then he'll be set for life,
Knowing he himself could not have asked for a better leap year wife!

Today, Dear Lord, I’'m 80!!!
Anon

Today, dear Lord, I'm eighty, there’s so much | haven’t done,
So I hope, dear Lord. You’ll let me live - Until I'm eighty-one.
Bat, if | haven’'t finished all I want to do,

Would you let me stay a while - Until I'm eighty-two?

So many places to explore, so very much to see ...
| ask you Lord to stretch a point - And make it eighty-three.
The world is changing very fast, there is so much in store,

I"d like it very much to live - Until I'm eighty-four.

And, if by then, I'm still alive - Could you make it eighty-five?
More plans will be up in the air. so I'd really like to stick,
And see what happens to the world - When I am eighty-six.

I know, dear Lord, it’s much to ask (and it must be nice in heaven),
But 1 would really like to stay around - Until I'm eighty-seven,

I know by then I won't be fast, and sometimes will be late,

But it would be really pleasant - to be alive at eighty-eight.

[ will have seen so many things, and had a super time,

I'm sure that I will be willing then - To leave at eighty-nine... MAYBE!!!
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A Walk in the Rain

Patricia Youngs © 28.1.98

The spray of water hit me in the face,
His driving and speed was a big disgrace.
It had been raining for days on end,

As this roadhog came around the bend.

I was soaking wet, and flaming mad,
How could someone be such a cad?

I walked on. determined to enjoy the air,
The wind and sun dried my hair.

I splashed through the puddles just for fun,
Enjoying the bright winter’s sun.

I stopped by a stile to have a rest,

The birds were starting to build their nests.
Then, from a distance, | heard a call,
He looked handsome, strong , and so tall.
After apologising for making me wet,

I graciously accepted. and our eves met.
It turned out, that he’d lost his way,

I gave directions but he wanted to stay.

The sky got dark, and it began to rain,
k Together we started back down the lane. /

Broadband

Life for Internet users in Dersingham is about to become much easier. Most users
know the frustration of interminable waiting for web sites to open and information
and files to download.

Broadband - already available to more than two-thirds of people in Britain -
speeds things up by as much as ten times, making the Internet an easy-to-use tool to
exchange information, shop, research facts or access news, phone numbers, train
times and so on,

Now the benefits are coming to Dersingham. BT is converting the Dersingham
telephone exchange to handle Broadband from 21 January. And a local organisation
- WNCB.net - is already offering a competitive radio-based Broadband service
(contact them either at www.wncb.net or by phoning 01485 540011).

Broadband will open new horizons for anyone using the Internet. Major
beneficiaries will be local businesses, people working from home, and students of all
ages who will find the Internet suddenly becoming an easily-accessible educational
tool.
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On Porridge

I have eaten a plate of porridge for breakfast for as long as I can remember. |
consider myself a competent porridge-maker, and I'm sure there are a number of
similar folk in Dersingham.

Were they not, then, like me, appalled at the dry. lumpy, disgusting-looking mess
that was served to poor little Charlie on the two “Tonight with Trevor McDonald™
programmes on an experimental diet given to a class of eight-year-olds in South
London? No wonder the little lad whined for his usual unhealthy, sugary, junk
breakfast! It was a relief to see his mother switch to a potato-cake-and-bacon
breakfast for him in the second programme. While heartily agreeing with the
message of the programmes, | felt the use made of the *wartime’ ingredients was
unimaginative - apart from the parsnip chips.

In case there are Dersingham mothers keen to feed their offspring for the first
time with healthy porridge, here are a few hints to get them off to a good start!

I Try out more than one brand of porridge oats. Some make porridge like

wallpaper paste and will put you and your children off for ever. Do avoid

‘instant” porridge which doesn’t need cooking. It’s pretty “Yuk™.

If you are stuck with a packet of the above, you can use it up by making

flapjacks. or thickening stews with it.

3 Follow the packet instructions, but leave out the salt and use slightly less liquid
to start with. It’s easy to dribble a bit more water or milk-and-water into the
mixture if you stir it gently.

4 Don’t leave porridge to cook by itself. It only takes four to five minutes to
thicken, and you need to stir it now and then. Use a low to medium heat. Don’t
try to rush it.

5 Serve hot, and at once, and, for perfection. on heated plates.

6 Do serve with your favourite type of milk, be it skimmed. semi, or whole. A tiny
dollop of cream is a treat.

7 Finally. do add whatever "flavouring” you fancy. | like a spoonful of molasses,
which will also provide vegetable iron and several other nutrients. Dark brown
sugar, honey, syrup or treacle are all alternatives.

(5]

PS I'll submit a recipe for 'real’, oatmeal porridge next time - if the Editor will let
me, and someone else hasn’t beaten me to it!
June Stephenson
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A History of the Present

Should you be a relative newcomer to the village you will have found that you are
on a continuous learning curve, for Dersingham has so much to offer.

Every day creates new insights into what is available: shops which you were
unaware of are discovered: organisations and clubs come to your attention; groups
and services; hostelries and much more become drawn to your notice, increasing
your knowledge and appreciation of the place in which you now live.

Even as a resident of many years standing, you may not appreciate what is
readily available to you, for how often has it been said that those who live the closest
to a place from birth tend to be the ones who know the least about it. It is the
‘incomers’ who find it essential to know the names of streets, the local history, who
is who and the best places to shop. Those who have grown up in the area may take
everything for granted, and often not take the trouble to visit those places which a
visitor would find to be the most interesting .

Under whatever category you would classify yourself, it is recommended that you
take the opportunity to visit the village library and request that you may see two very
comprehensive works which have been produced, one by the Jubilee Committee and
the other by the Evening Women's Institute, these being the equivalent of "time
capsules’ but which are not to be hidden from sight for the next 50 to 100 years.

The first of these two large, beautifully bound and titled, documents is concerned
with the Golden Jubilee celebrations in June of 2003, whilst the second
commemorates the Millennium Period of 1999 to 2000.

On opening either of these absolutely superb documents it becomes apparent how
much effort has been put into their preparation, and how much detail has been
included to enable future readers to have an insight into what are snapshots of two
points in time.

The contents include not only accounts of the celebrations which took place,
complete with photographs, but also information about almost anything which
affects the village. These cover everything from where to shop, what is for sale, how
much it costs, what organisations exist for both young and old, places to visit,
transport, public services, etc.. the list is almost endless, and is supplemented by
such details as receipts, bus tickets and other such information.

These magnificent works are available for inspection as a reference facility on
request of the staff at the library, and it is highly recommended that you take

advantage of this by taking time to sit and peruse them at your leisure.
B.T
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Dersingham Horticultural Society

The Christmas Party

Such a good atmosphere at St. Cecilia’s with the sound of “mmm” (i.e. "'mmm”)
all round as members enjoyed the delicious food. The generosity and talent for good
cooking of our fellow members is well known and appreciated by all. We had an
opportunity to meet friends and take part in the "Asker’ quizzes, maybe win a prize
in the raffle and enjoy listening to one of Gilly’s poems. The whole evening was well
organised by the Fund Raising Team.

January Meeting

On his second visit to our society David Grimes” topic was “The way we used to
live 1850-1950™

Dealing only with the country living that he had experienced. he first dealt with
agricultural tools, machines, and the labour intensive processes such as binding corn
and potato picking. which were so essential in supplementing the income of poorer
families.

This was followed by some interesting slides of posters from the 20's and 30’s -
Guinness, Player’s, Bovril, among others, and some hand-embroidered postcards
from the Great War.

His final thoughts were on the social and domestic aspects of the life led by
country folk at this time. Whilst providing some enjoyment for all, David’s talk
proved of special interest to our members who had lived in the area for most of their
lives.

Members were pleased to hear our secretary report that letters of thanks had been
received from the various groups and organisations to which the society had made
donations at our AGM in November, and that these had been appreciated.

David Clark (543182)

Articles for publication in the March/April edition of Village Voice must
reach the editor at 45 Queen Elizabeth Drive, Dersingham, or at the Parish Council
Office, before the deadline date of Wednesday 17 March 2004,

Advertisements for inclusion in the same newsletter should be in the hands of
Kim Dunford, Parish Clerk, Dersingham Parish Council, The Police Station, Manor
Road, Dersingham PE31 6LH by the same date. Enquiries regarding advertisements
may be made by calling Kim on 01485 541465,

This edition will be inserted in the free ‘Citizen® newspaper on Wednesday
14 April 2004. (Contributors who are promoting events should take note of this
earliest date of publication),
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